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Luke 15:11-16
Lesson #1
The Prodigal’s Pain
5/3/2026
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- exp ressed in the Bible are
Genesis 3:10

Original Sin
is the Prodigal’s instinct and ours.

Genesis 2:17
“but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
you shall not eat, for on the day that you eat from it
you will certainly die.”
Genesis 3

“6 When the woman saw that the tree was good for
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that
the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took
some of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to
her husband with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of
both of them were opened, and they knew that they
were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and
made themselves waist coverings.”
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Luke 14 - Good things gone bad
Challenging priorities vs.1-6
Parable of the proud vs.7-15
Parable of preoccupied vs.16-24
Counting the cost vs.25-35

Luke 15 - Bad things gone good

Parable of the lost sheep vs.3-7
Parable of the lost coin vs.8-10

Parable of the lost son vs.11-32

The Parable of Prodigal Son
Luke 15:11-32

1. The younger son demands independence
and leaves home.

2. He becomes destitute by squandering
his inheritance.

3. This brings suffering that leads him to
repent and return home.

4. His father graciously receives him back.
5. His older brother becomes bitter, feeling

the father is not fair in graciously
receiving the wayward younger brother.
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Give
Get over yourself

yourself

The deepest desire
of our heart will be
that which makes
us feel alive.

I(nomﬂ'

yourself

Accept
yourself

Longing for Being

Maslow explained .
the human hunger | FulnessofLite |~ Serenity
Christianity Universal innifi
serves the - sense of good / evil Slgmflcance
bread

Longing for Belonging

Society
- respect for society’s norms

Clan
- respect for family interests

Longing for Belongings

Security

Abraham
Maslow

Pragmatic
- transactional behavior

Survival

Egocentric

- material self interests

#1 Identifying the human dilemma
Declaration of Independence

¢ Root - Spiritual change of address

“11 And he (Jesus) said, “A man had two sons.” 12 and
the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me
the share of the estate that falls to me.” And he divided
his wealth between them. 13 And not many days later,
the younger son gathered everything together and
went on a journey into a distant country, and there
he squandered his estate with loose living.”

¢ Fruitless - Tactical waste of life

Luke 15

“11And He said, “A certain man had two sons; 12 and the younger of them
said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the estate that falls to me.’
And he divided his wealth between them. 13 And not many days later, the
younger son gathered everything together and went on a journey into a
distant country, and there he squandered his estate with loose living.”

14 Now when he had spent everything, a severe famine
occurred in that country, and he began to be in need. 15 And
he went and attached himself to one of the citizens of that
country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16
And he was longing to fill his stomach with the pods that
the swine were eating, and no one was giving anything to
him.”

#2 Feeling the Pain of bad choices
Total Depravity

(consequences of independence)

Paul echoes the point of the dilemma
of the Prodigal Son and all humanity.

Romans 1
“1 For even though they knew God, they did not
honor Him as God, or give thanks; but they
became futile in their speculations, and their
foolish heart was darkened. 22 Professing to be
wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory
of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of
corruptible man and of birds and four-footed
animals and crawling creatures.

24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of
their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies
would be dishonored among them.”
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¥ attended to. God whispers to
¢ us in our pleasures, speaks in
. ‘ig our consciences, but
shouts in our pains.

It is his megaphone !
to rouse a deaf world.” A




Our character is developed by
and demonstrated in

are God'’s tools before we come to Christ
and if we don't,

Y they can be
our response to life’s Satan’s tools
UPS and DOWNS. after.
13 14

a NPT v
In times of testing, our first
question must not be,

‘HOW can | get out of this?’

but ‘WHAT should |

get out of this and
bring to this?’

The Gospel is good news that starts with a

Declaration of Independence

v Deeply embedded in human nature.

v At the heart of American culture.

v It awakens us to our hunger for life.

v A window into our search for peace.

v A doorway to authentic Christian faith.

The sad news is that it includes
the “Way of the Cross”, which
_ is not the “American dream”.
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_Natural disasters are
% called acts of God
< &@when they really are

< calling for acts of God

od’s will for
cumstances ma

“For My people have committed two evils:
They have forsaken Me,

the fountain of living

waters, to hew for

themselves cisterns,

broken cisterns, that :

can hold no water.”

Jeremiah 2:13



Jesus’ words to someone else from a distant land.
The Woman of Samaria

John 4
“13 Jesus answered and said to her,
‘Everyone who drinks of this water

shall thirst again,

14 but whoever drinks of the water
that I shall give him shall never
thirst; but the water that I shall give

“distant lands”

Jealousy  Conflict Covetousness

Material Arrogance

Hedonistic Wwealth  poral
pride  fulfillment ‘ freedom

Promiscuity

Hostility

Social Political
image ‘ ' Power
Idolatry

(looking in the wrong places)

him shall become in him a well of Longings
water springing up to eternal life.” for Life
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Our distant country
(secular humanism)

Defining reality and making
decisions as though God does not
exist or does not matter.

* It’s all about this life.

MY hope is built on this world.

God saves me with MY dreams.

MY problems are environmental.

| am entitled to chase MY dreams.

« Sin is reduced to breaking the rules.
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In this life we share the fellowship
of his;suffering on our way to a
-ba‘hﬁuet of his glory

with an appetite for

and display of a

peace theyworld
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Our freedom is

not from the suffering
of this life so much as from the
shame and isolation that it implies.

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and

The deepest desire of
our heart is to live

to be fully human,
bearing God’s Image
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“Good judgment comes from
experience and experience
comes from bad judgment.”

Fred Brooks

A loser is not defined . VR
by the scoreboard but “ﬁw &

by the learning chart. wf
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The 1st steps to finding life.

#1 Hunger for peace

e Root - “Spiritual change of address”
¢ Fruit - “Tactical waste of life”

¢ Meal - “Eating with the pigs”

#2 Learning from mistakes

¢ Pray for insight through, not rescue
from, circumstances.

e Don’tdie in a distant land, on Satan’s
painkillers.
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